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Atty. Dkt. No, 016907-1654 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 
13, wherein the third roller pair is provided at a substantially center portion of the second 
carrying path. 

4. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 
13, further comprising a detection sensor for detecting the object, the detection sensor being 
provided in the vicinity of each of the first and second roller pairs. 

5. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 

13, wherein the second carrying path connects the downstream side and the upstream side in 
the object carrying direction of the first carrying path, and forms a loop in incorporating with 
the first carrying path. 

6. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 
5, further comprising: 

a sheet feed device for feeding the object to the first carrying path, the sheet feed 
device being provided outside the loop formed of the first and second carrying paths. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 

14, wherein the second carrying path has first and second sensors for detecting an object onto 
which an image is to be transferred. 
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1 1 . (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 
10, wherein the first sensor is provided in the vicinity of a beginning portion of the second 
carrying path, and the second sensor is provided in the vicinity of an end portion of the 
second carrying path. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus body: 

an image carrier provided in the apparatus bodv, which carries for canning an image; 

a first carrying path substantially vertically provided in the apparatus bodv. on which 
an object is carried to the image carrier: 

a transfer device provided opposite to the image carrier with a ^ first carrying path 
interposing therebetween, for transf e rring which transfers t he image to a» the o bject which is 
carried through the first carrying path; 

a resist roller provided on the first carrying path, being located in an upstream side of 
the transfer device; 

a discharge section which receives for rec e iving an object, onto both surfaces of which 
an image is transferred by the transfer device, carried fi-om the first carrying path; 

a carrying device for carrying an object, onto one surface of which an image is 
transferred by the transfer device, toward the discharge section by a predetermined distance, 
and then carrying the object in a direction away fi-om the discharge section; and 

a second carrying path on which the object carried in the direction away &om the 
discharge section by the carrying device is guided from a downstream side of the transfer 
device of the first carrying path and is guided in an inverted state to an upstream side of the 
resist roller, the second carrying path having a parallel portion which is substantially parallel 
to the first carrying path and curved portions each provided upstream and downstream from 
the parallel portion, and wh e r e in the second carrying path having includ e s a first roller pair 
located at the curved portion upstream from the parallel portion u pstream of th e obj e ct 
carrying direction , a second roller pair located at the curved portion downstrearh from the 
parallel portion downstr e am of the obj e ct carr>ing dir e ction , and a third roller pair located at 
the parallel portion b e tw ee n th e first and s e cond roll e r pairs . 
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I 14. (Currently amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

an apparatus body; 

a sheet feed roller provided in the apparatus body, which feeds for f ee ding an object 
onto which an image is to be transferred; 

a substantially vertical first carrying path on which the object fed by the sheet feeding 
roller is carried; 

a resist roller which aligns the object carried by the first carrying path; 
an image carrie r which carries for carrying an image; 

a transfer sectio n which transfers for transferring the image onto the aligned object; 

a fixing section which fixes for fixing the transferred image on the aligned object; 
^ a discharg e roll e r pair for discharging th e obj e ct on which the imago io fix e d; 

a receiving section which receives provid e d in th e vicinity of th e discharg e roll e r pair, 
for r e c e iving the object on both surfaces of which the image is transferred, discharged fi*om 
the first carrying path the diocharge roller pair : aed 

a discharge roller pair which sends an object, on one surface of which an image is 
fixed by the fixing section, toward the receiving section by a predetermined distance, and 
then, sends the object in the direction away from the receiving section to guide the object to a 
predetermined direction from a position downstream with respect to the fixing section: and 

a second carrying path on which the object sent by the discharge roller pair is guided 
upstream from the resist roller in a state where the object is inverted, the second carrying path 
having a parallel portion which is substantially parallel to the first carrying path and curved 
portions each provided upstream and downstream from the parallel portion, and having a first 
roller pair located at the curved portion upstream from the parallel portion, a second roller 
pair located at the curved portion downstream from the parallel portion, and a third roller pair 
located at the parallel portion, which m e rges with th e first carrying path at a position 
upstream in th e obj e ct carrying dir e ction with r e sp e ct to th e imag e carri e r and downstr e am in 
th e obj e ct carrying dir e ction with r e sp e ct to th e sh ee t f ee d roll e r and at a position downstr e am 
in the object carrying dir e ction with respect to tho fixing section; 
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whoroin tho disoharg e roll e r pair is rotatabl e in normal and r e vers e dir e ctionD, and 
aftor it oendG on obj e ct, on on e DXirfac e of which an imag e io fixed, toward th e r e c e iving 
Goction by a pred e t e rmin e d diotanc e , it s e nds th e obj e ct in th e dir e ction away firom th e 
rocoiving s e ction to guid e th e obj e ct to the s e cond carrying path fi-om tho position 
downstr e am with respect to th e fixing s e ction; and 

wh e r e in tho s e cond carr>dng path guidoo th e objoct s e nt by the discharg e roller pair to 
tho first carrying path at th e position upstr e am in th e obj e ct carr>ing dir e ction with r e sp e ct to 
tho image carrier and dowTistr e am in th e obj e ct carrying dir e ction with r e sp e ct to th e r e sist 
roller in a stat e where tho obj e ct is inv e rt e d, and has a first roll e r pair upstr e am in th e obj e ct 
carrying direction, a second roll e r pair downstr e am in the obj e ct carrying dir e ction, and a 
third roll e r pair b e tw ee n th e first and s e cond roll e r pairs. 

1 5 . (Currently amended) An image forming method comprising: 

carrying an object onto which an image is to be transferred through a first carrying 
pat h substantially vertically provided in an apparatus body, and feeding the object to an image 
carrier which carries an image to a portion b e tw ee n an imag e carri e r for carrying an imag e 
and a transf e r d e vice which is provided opposit e to the imag e carri e r with the first carrying 
path int e rposing ther e b e t^^ ee n , after the object is aligned by a resist roller; 

transferring an image carried by the image carrier onto the object carried to the image 
carrier onto on e surfac e of the obj e ct by the transfer device; 

receiving the object by a discharge section, on both surfaces of which the image has 
been transferred by the transfer device, discharged firom the first carrying path: 

carrying the object by a carrying device, onto one surface of which the image has been 
transferred by the transfer device, t oward a the d ischarge section provided on a discharg e port 
of tho first carrying path by a predetermined distance, and then carrying it in a direction away 
fi-om the discharge section; and 

guiding the object to a s e cond carrying path from a downstr e am sid e in the objoct 
carrying dir e ction carried in the direction away from the discharge section by the carrying 
device on a second carrying path from a downstream side of the transfer device of the first 
carrying pat h, and guiding it in an inverted state to an upstream side of the resist roller, the 
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second carrying path having a parallel portion which is substantially parallel to the first 
carrying path and curved portions each provided upstream and downstream fi-om the parallel 
portion, and having a first roller pair located at the curved portion upstream firom the parallel 
portion, a second roller pair located at the curved portion downstream firom the parallel 
portion, and a third roller pair located at the parallel portion. 

carrying th e obj e ct in an inv e rt e d stat e , to an upotr e am side of th e roGist roll e r, through 
a firot roll e r pair provided upotream in th e obj e ct carrying direction of th e s e cond carrying 
path, a s e cond roller pair provided do>\TiGtream in th e obj e ct carrying dir e ction of th e s e cond 
carrying path and a third roller pair provid e d b e twe e n the first and s e cond roll e r pairs; and 

discharging the object which has b ee n carri e d upstr e am of th e first carrying path in an 
inv e rt e d stat e , to tho transfer devic e on tho first carrying path, transferring an imag e onto th e 
other surfaoo of tho object, and discharging the obj e ct to th e discharg e section. 
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